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The aim of the MMC is to ensure a universal provision of music education, 

for all pupils in all schools. In time and resources, this provision is as follows:

▪ At Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils should receive a minimum of one hour of 
teaching a week

▪ In Years 3 or 4, it is recommended that each class should start a 
whole-class instrumental programme…supported by the local Music 
Education Hub

▪ There should be access to both rhythmic and melodic instruments in 
Key Stages 1 and 2



MMC Summary

KS1

▪ Singing

▪ Listening

▪ Composing

▪ Musicianship

KS2

▪ Singing

▪ Listening

▪ Composing

– Improvise

– Compose

▪ Performing

– Instrumental performance

– Reading notation

All areas should integrate 
and support each other



Positives and Frustrations

Positives

▪ Integrates national curriculum and 
national music plan/schools and music 
hub

▪ Adds helpful detail and support to the 
very broad national curriculum

▪ Diverse range of repertoire for 
listening and song choices

▪ Ambitious model for progression – in 
some areas

▪ Helps raise status of music in schools

▪ Promotes consistency of approach

Frustrations

▪ Lack of internal consistency

– Singing expectations and suggested 
repertoire don’t always align

– Listening repertoire and concepts for 
each year not integrated

▪ Limited support for pedagogy or 
progression with listening

▪ Composing approach at KS2 seems 
weighted more towards notation than 
imagination

▪ Some thinking is hidden (eg train 
pieces for year 4)





Singing

▪ Pitch range of singing carefully 
structured, increasing over the age 
range

– Tonic sol-fa system used to describe 
range

▪ The range of suggested songs 
frequently exceed this careful 
progression

▪ Suggested songs are a starting point 
and:
“should not limit the imagination and creativity of the 
teacher in seeking and using other musical examples”

▪ Useful guide to principles of good 
singing/teaching (MMC page 7)

Year Pitch Range

1 Mi-So

2 - 3 Do-So

4 - 6 Do-Do (Octave) –
in increasing number of parts 



Listening

▪ Lists of suggested repertoire, intended to 
give teachers a good start….should not limit the 
imagination or creativity of the teacher in using other 
musical examples”

▪ Emphasis on:

– pieces that reflect the local community 

– how music sits within the culture of the 
region of origin

▪ Pupils gain solid aural foundation that 
doesn’t rely on previous musical exposure

▪ By Year 6 pupils should have an aural bank 
of music along with knowledge of its 
cultural context

▪ Revisiting pieces heard in earlier years 
strongly encouraged

▪ Emphasis on active listening/learning to 
listen critically - but not much help about 
how to do this

▪ Progression in listening linked to aural 
recognition of musical features

▪ Case studies in MMC Appendix 3 give some 
suggested approaches to active listening



Musical Features and concepts –
“that give language to concepts that pupils have understanding of in sound”



Reading Notation (Pitch and Rhythm)

Clear progression, with notation seeded earlier than 
has been common:

– KS1: Linking sounds with picture symbols; recognising 
stick and dot notation (3 pitches)

– KS2: Aurally recognising and playing from staff 
notation:

▪ 3 pitches (on, above, below a line) in yr3

▪ Full octave with more complex rhythms by year 6

▪ Linked to ‘performing’ – practical, aural 
approach rather than theoretical

▪ Composing area contains much practice in 
using notation

▪ Links to developing aural skills, 
improvisation, memorisation and 
composition



Musical Notation



Composing (and Improvising)

KS1 – Composing 

▪ Create sounds in response to stories

▪ Improvise chants, Q & A phrases

▪ Use music tech to capture, change and combine 
sounds

KS1 – Musicianship

▪ Embeds basic concepts of beat, rhythm and pitch 
through practical activity – important groundwork 
for KS2

KS2 – split into improvising and composing

▪ Improvising has a strong creative approach with 
good links to instrument learning

▪ Composing has strong notation-focus; runs the 
risk of becoming a paper exercise

▪ Emphasis on capturing/recording and recalling 
creative ideas, through notation or music 
technology

▪ Composing based round chords from yr 5

Music listened to and performed should 
inspire and inform pupil compositions



Performing

Year Focus

1-2 Singing

3 Learn to play a tuned percussion or melody 
instrument

4 Whole class ensemble programme with music hub

5-6 Play
• melodies from staff notation and by ear
• using chords
• with others in mixed ensembles



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Progression Framework

Produce a 2nd edition of the 
Nottingham Music Progression 
Framework, aligned with the MMC 
and assessment 



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Listening

Create resources for active listening for 
different year groups that highlight key 
musical features/concepts

Reinstate cross-school challenges, 
leaderboards as with MusiQuest

Music in Nottingham project to celebrate 
musical cultures across the city

The Great Orchestra Experiment and 
other live events



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Singing

Create resources for songs on the 
MMC repertoire list OR that are 
equally appropriate for the year 
group

Embed suitable songs with linked 
CPD into music hub events like 
Christmas in the City and other 
singing events



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Reading notation

Baked into music hub programmes
in schools

Adapt music hub resources 
developed during lockdown for 
use in schools



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Composing

Creative challenge across the city, 
launched from the Great Orchestra 
Experiment

Music Technology support?

Key area for CPD?



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Performing

• Offer Whole Class Ensemble programmes to schools 
plus opportunities to continue playing, as 
recommended in the MMC

• Ensure music hub programmes are aligned with the 
the MMC and the city progression framework

• Provide support for children to continue learning and 
playing in mixed ensembles through:
• In Harmony
• Area Bands and other ensembles
• Music Camp

• Invite schools to take part in large scale performance 
events with other schools and city ensembles



Music Hub 
planned support 
for the MMC

Music Hub Sharepoint
sites

We need your help to contribute 
suitable resources to a resource 
bank



Please can you help….

▪ Seek volunteers to trial resources –
especially non-specialist teachers

▪ Share good resources that you have

▪ Let us know what CPD would be 
most helpful

▪ Help refine the revised progression 
framework 

www.nottinghamschoolstrust.org.uk

www.nottinghammusichub.org.uk

http://www.nottinghamschoolstrust.org.ukwww.nottinghammusichub.org.uk/
http://www.nottinghamschoolstrust.org.ukwww.nottinghammusichub.org.uk/

